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Hawiyah gas recovery plant.

audi Aramco has launched the Middle East’s first carbon capture
and enhanced oil recovery pilot project demonstrating its com-
mitment to environmental stewardship.

In the pilot project, 40 million standard ft* of CO, will be captured
at the Hawiyah gas recovery plant and then piped 85 km to the ‘Uth-
maniyah field. There, it will be injected — and sequestered or stored —
into flooded oil reservoirs under high pressure to enhance oil recovery,
making it a win-win solution. The project aims to enhance oil recovery
beyond the more common method of water flooding, and is the largest
of its kind in the Middle East.

Amin H. Nasser, Saudi Aramco acting president and CEO, said: ‘This
breakthrough initiative demonstrates that we, as an industry leader, are
part of the solution to proactively address global environmental chal-
lenges. Saudi Aramco is carrying out extensive research to enable us to
lower our carbon footprint while continuing to supply the energy the
world needs.’

Led by Saudi Aramco’s EXPEC-Advanced Research Centre, the com-
pany’'s carbon management technology road map includes many focus
areas with a main goal of developing the required technologies to re-
duce CO, emissions.

The pilot project is the latest in the company’s list of efforts, injecting
800,000 tons of CO, every year into flooded oil reservoirs. It includes an
elaborate monitoring and surveillance programme to collect data and
evaluate its performance and build public confidence in the Kingdom?’s,
and the Gulf Cooperation Council’s, first CO, sequestration project.

Two observation wells will measure how much of the 800,000 tons
of injected CO, will remain sequestered in the reservoir. It is estimated
that as much as 40% of it will be permanently sequestered. Monitoring
will take place with a range of methods, including seismic monitoring,
electromagnetic surveys, borehole and surface gravity, and inter-well
tracer tests.

Near the ‘Uthmaniyah field, where the CO, will be injected, a new
standalone high pressure production trap, a new compressor and asso-
ciated facilities for handling high concentrated CO, production streams
have been built.

Over the next three to five years, the pilot project will be studied by
field engineers and researchers, and lessons learned from this project
will be used at facilities and fields around the Kingdom.

Diversity challenges
discussed in Kuwait

uwait Oil Company (KOC) representatives recently participated in

the Professional Women Network (PWN) conference held under the

patronage of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation with the theme ‘Diver-
sity Challenges’. The event featured keynote speeches by KPC CEO Nizar
Al-Adsani and vice president of operations at KUFPEC, Hosnia Hashem,
who founded PWN while at KOC and serves as the event's chairperson.

A discussion panel of senior officials from four K-Companies served as
the highlight of the event, and participants were able to ask questions and
share their concerns directly with senior management. Panelists included
KPC CEO Nizar Al-Adsani, KOC CEO Hashem Hashem, KNPC CEO Mo-
hammad Al-Mutairi, and KUFPEC CEO Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah.

PWN aims to implement strategies for the advancement of female
workers throughout the K-Companies by applying a series of activities to
enhance self-empowerment, improve work conditions and create leader-
ship skills for female employees. The strategies include mentoring pro-
grammes, sharing the experiences of senior employees, and improving the
networking opportunities
for professional women
within the K-Companies.

The conference was
preceded with a workshop
on the challenges women

face in the oil sector. Some participants at workshop.

eabed Geosolutions, the Fugro-CGG joint venture, is sched-

uled to mobilise for a seabed seismic survey in the Ghasha-

Butini field following a variation order signed by Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company (ADNOC) with CGG

The survey will take around 12 months and has a value of around
$125 million. The recent successful completion of the Hail-Shuwei-
hat survey promoted the variation order, which confirms ADNOC's
confidence in Seabed Geosolutions’ ability to operate safely and ef-
ficiently, the joint venture says. Seabed Geosolutions is also mobilis-
ing a $55 million ocean bottom cable survey contract in Asia Pacific.

A joint venture statement said that in the current challenging mar-
ket, with severe pressure on oil companies’ E&P spend, the new con-
tracts highlight how Seabed Geosolutions’ seabed seismic services
enable its clients to collect seismic data for mature exploration, field
development and enhanced production in areas with potential for
low cost oil and gas production.

Seabed Geosolutions was formed in February 2013 as a joint ven-
ture between Fugro and CGG. It collects geophysical data on the
seabed through an array of imaging technologies for oil and gas
companies, with a focus on the development and production phases
of oil and gas fields.
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gyptian Minister of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources, Sherif Ismail, and Eni's CEO,
Claudio Descalzi, in the presence of the
Prime Minister of Egypt, Ibrahim Mahlab, and the
Italian Prime Minister, Matteo Renzi, have signed
an update to the Heads of Agreement signed last
March, following the significant gas discovery
made by Eni in the Nile Delta concession.
The gas find is in the Nooros exploration pros-
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pect, in the Abu Madi West licence of the Nile
Delta, 120 km north-east of Alexandria.
Preliminary estimates of the discovery account
for a potential of 15 billion m* of gas in place
with upside, plus associated condensates.
Exploration success came from the Nidoco
NW2 Dir NFW well, which reached a total depth
of 3600 m and encountered a 60 m thick gas-
bearing sandstone interval of Messianian age

with excellent petrophysical properties, in addi-
tion to other gas layers in the overlying Pliocene
section.

The discovery will be put into production in
two months’ time through a tie-in to the existing
Abu Madi gas treatment plant, located 25 km
south-east.

Eni says the success is the result of the com-
pany’s new strategy.
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